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outer case being the English public law — including jury trials in 
criminal cases — whilst the interior "works" with all the niceties of 
the family relations, contracts, trusts, equity, etc., is Roman private 
law. 

A generalization of this kind, far reaching and entirely new, is a 
key to the thoroughness of the author's method. He begins with the 
Historical, contrasting that with the Analytical method; then de- 
fining Jurisprudence he briefly sketches the five great original law 
systems — Chinese, Mohammedan, Hindu, Roman and English, and 
dismissing the first three with a short review, he proceeds to treat 
of Roman law in its external history; then the English law in the 
same way; then the English law in the United States, and the com- 
bination of the Roman and English law. Having thus sketched the 
history of the law systems, the author proceeds by the analytical 
method to classify and define the elements that enter into them and 
dividing them into law proper or State Law; law by analogy or Interna- 
tional Law, he concludes with a chapter on International Rules to prevent 
conflict of laws. 

The hand of a master is apparent in these last chapters, for our 
author is on familiar ground, but the most interesting portion of the 
work in our opinion, is the historical, which unfolds, groups and 
elucidates the great law systems of the world in the most concise 
and yet most thorough method. The book is an epoch making one, 
and must take a high place amongst philosophical treaties upon Ju- 
risprudence. Appended to it is a reprint of a tract of Pelatiah Web- 
ster of Philadelphia, in which the author finds the germ of our Fed- 
eral Constitution — it being first printed in 1783. But Webster may 
have seen the Virginia Constitution of 1776, which in part at least 
anticipates some of his principles. The tract is a curious and inter- 
esting "find," to say the least of it. 



The Encyclopedia of United States Supreme Court Reports, being a 
Complete Encyclopedia of All the Case Law of the Federal Su- 
preme Court up to and including Volume 206, U. S. Supreme 
Court Reports (Book 51, Lawyer's Edition), under the Editorial 
Supervision of Thomas Johnson Michie, Vol. 1. The Michie Com- 
pany, Law Publishers. Charlottesville, Virginia. 1908. Price 
$6.00. 

The old adage about "finding the law" has now become an axiom. 
In the vast multiplication of law reports, he who tries to find his 
law by a search of the books themselves, becomes as bewildered as 
a stranger lost in a Sahara sandstorm. And many of the so-called 
digests, hastily and crudely gotten up, add to the confusion of the 
searcher; for digesting is no longer a mere compilation and indexing. 
It has become a scientific branch of legal bookmaking. It must not 
only be accurate, complete and thorough; but the writer must under- 
stand the best method of analytical arrangement, and the readiest 
way to appeal alike to the eye and the intellect. He must understand 
in some way the different aspects in which men look at the same 
subject, and prepare his book so as to meet their various viewpoints. 

The skilled craftsmen who have prepared the present volume seem 
to possess all of the characteristics for the rquirements we have 
mentioned, and their work has been supervised by one of the ablest 
law editors in this country. Carefully prepared, accurately compiled, 
they have not only made a digest, but a great law book, whose law is 
neither the opinion nor the ideas of the writer, but the decisions of 
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the greatest law tribunal in the world. A bold and novel departure 
is made in this work. The legal principles laid down by the court are 
stated in encyclopedic form, in large clear type, unbroken by citation 
in the body of the work, but separated by heavy black-lettered type 
giving the main subject of each paragraph. The qualifications of 
every principle follow immediately after the statement of the principle 
itself. The cases are given in footnotes to each statement and illus- 
trations are set out in these notes. The' Consequence is a legal 
treatise on each subject, made up from the decisions of the Supreme 
Court of the United States, so arranged as to enable the busy lawyer 
to quickly find any point he may desire, with reference to each case; 
and to permit the student to learn his law in a concise and con- 
secutive way. 

Volume I takes up the subject of Abandoned and Captured Prop- 
erty and Appeal and Error (I to IV). The latter subject — owing to 
the many decisions consequent upon the creation of the new Circuit 
Courts of Appeals — occupies two-thirds of the volume and must take 
up a portion of the Volume II. Treated along with it, as logically be- 
longing, to it, are the methods for removing cases and the various remedies 
therefor. 

So thorough is the work, that if the present volume is followed by 
the others as well done, the possessor of these volumes will hardly 
need the United States Reports, and the expense of two hundred and 
six volumes can be dispensed with — no small item to most young 
and to many old lawyers. 



The Lawyers' Reports Annotated. New Series, Book 14. Burdett 
A. Rich, Henry P. Farnham, Editors. 1908. Rochester, New 
York. The Lawyers' Co-Operative Publishing Company. 
Price, $4. 

The present volume of this most admirable series is rich both 
in cases of great and present interest, and in notes of unusual ex- 
cellence. The note on "Enforcement of general bequests for char- 
ity or religion" covers nearly one hundred pages and is not only 
a digest but a valuable treatise. The note on "Powers of Legis- 
latures to permit sales of intoxicating liquors" is curious in illus- 
trating some very "cranky" views of inferior courts as overruled 
by courts of last resort. 

The note on "Applicability of Constitutional or statutory provi- 
sion relating to general election other than for the selection of of- 
ficers" is of peculiar interest in this state at this time, when Judge 
Goolrick's opinion, given in this number of "the Register " has 
aroused much attention. The note en "Evidence of specific in- 
stances to prove character" is over eighty pages and covers almost 
every phase of the subject. 

These are a few of the more important notes in this volume, but 
all are of interest and bear the marks of careful research and abil- 
ity of condensed statement. No better series of reported cases can be 
found. 



